The Value of
America’s Forests

1. FORESTS AND THE CARBON CYCLE

Forests are the product of photosynthesis, where plants convert atmospheric Carbon to plant tissue, or
biomass. When land is cleared, or forest products are harvested, the Carbon stored in the biomass is
often released, returning the Carbon to the atmosphere. The forests of America vary considerably in ;
the total amount of biomass in a given area. The map to the right shows the distribution of biomass  Carbon exists
density in forests and non-forest areas throughout the Americas. ™ he alngsphere
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2. SELLING
FORESTPRODUCTS

Forests have economic value
due in part to timber and other
products that can be extracted

and sold. While a traditional view .
of forest export value by country,
seen to the right, shows the pattern of
forest value across all countries, it does
not associate the value to forested areas.
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