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Price

Dane

Polk

Vilas

Grant

Iron

Bayfield

Rusk

Sawyer

Oneida

Marathon

Sauk

Forest

Taylor

Iowa

Dunn

Douglas

Marinette

Rock

Oconto

Wood

Dodge

Barron

Lincoln

Jackson

Monroe

Burnett

Vernon

Juneau

Chippewa

Portage
Buffalo

Adams

Shawano

Langlade

Green

Pierce

St. Croix

Washburn

Brown

Columbia

Waupaca

Richland

Crawford

Waushara

Walworth

Eau Claire

Fond du Lac

Waukesha

Manitowoc

Winnebago

Racine

Calumet

La Crosse

Marquette

Pepin

Door

Menominee

Sheboygan

Kewaunee

Green Lake

Ozaukee

Ashland

Clark

Outagamie

Trempealeau

Lafayette

Washington

Jefferson

Kenosha

Milwaukee

Florence

Central Meridian: -89
Projection: Albers Equal Area Conic

Sources: Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Geological Survey, Esri Data Bank, Sierra Club

Karst

Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation 
(CAFO)

Wisconsin:
Protect Your Waters, Test Your Waters

         “Karst” is the term used by geologists 
to describe areas where the bedrock has been 
(or has the potential to be)easily dissolved by surface water 
or groundwater. Karst is very vulnerable to groundwater pollution, 
due to ease of water flow. Some karst landscape, 

act as natural sewer lines, which puts the
local drinking water supplies at risk.

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations 
(CAFOs)

= 1,000 animal units

!

Large amount of feces spread on nearby fields;
sometimes onto frozen or snow-packed ground

Excess waste flows into groundwater;
or runs off with melted snow when the field thaws, 

Wells are contaminated; 
ditches, streams, and lakes are contaminated

into surface water

Ill residents due to contaminated tap water; Fish kills due to algae blooms, 
which block sunlight from lower plants & deplete oxygen 

Large industrial farms, Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations, pose threats to our waters, and these threats are

enhanced when karst is nearby.
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