
In the late15th century, the
Spanish Empire began to expand their 
sphere of in�uence, mostly through the
use of their world- powerful navy (the 
Spanish Armada).  Utilizing this elite force
on the high seas, the Spanish Crown was able to
explore and conquer far- away lands.  From the moment
that Columbus sailed to America in 1492 until the last 
Spanish-owned nation claimed their independence
in the late 19th century, their imprint was left
around the world, most notably in the spread
of the Spanish language.
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