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\;risinginterestinits originsin South Asia, the
~~birthplaceofthehistoricalBuddha. Scholars
—'§ and monksfrom Chinajourneyedtoimportant\>
Buddhistsitesin Asia,seekinganswerstothe

philosophicalquestionsthatcameupintheir N\
studiesofBuddhism Therecordstheyleft
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s behindareavaluableinsightintothe peoples ;‘(vf
i\\/\ ~andsocietiesofthetime. Ageneralizationof |
3 thejourneysofthreesuchintrepidscholars ‘4
tn) “hasbeenoutlined here. s
o
“ Faxian(c.337-422AD) N
Faxian walkedthrough Central Asiatogetto a0
South Asia,butreturnedto Chinabysea. He .
Pl visitedmanyearly Buddhistmonasteries, ;J,f
i\, Sravasti  Lumbir ,collectingBuddhisttextsonmonasticlifeto
E‘ Mathura A_\ takebacktoChina. Healsovisitedthecapitals >
of; O —y 3 “ofimportantcity-statesoftheera,suchas o
;;,, Saya e A dhya“- B PataliputraandRajgriha (thelatteralsoakey
2 Buddhistpilgrimagesite). Healsocollected
7”\' Kausambi g W‘* = smallBuddhistrelicsandstatuesofdeities. L/
L4
Ujjain  Sagehi S QR;Z',?,?:" XuanZang(c.602-664 AD) h
l—’i Bodh Gaya - . get
\ Narmada ; Xuan Zangleft Luoyangin 617 AD for the capital !
‘; o . ) ’_‘ of Chang'an. He traveled to South Aa to settle/\
g - Sl \ concerns and questions on Buddhism. He traveled g/
) sk ‘Ajanta : ;ap T4 ‘ i by foot,documentingthevariousgeographies, |
ré’ <, 2 s ’ cultures, monuments and people he encountered. 9\
2 %”0»- He studied at Nalanda, a recently established\/
[ % Buddhistmonasticuniversity close toRajgriha,
remainingthere as faculty for three years. He '
traveled extensively throughout South Asia.:r_/
\ e Mgt Hinskonda 7 4 / ; The classical Chinese novel, "Journey to the !’
\i/ 4,20 ; i V4 P West," was based on his adventures.>
y / -
o 'Yijing (c.635-713 AD) ~—
r?/, o
g Yijing leftforIndiabyseain 671 AD. Heappears \>

tohave used the same route on his outbound and
homeward bound journeys, but spent most Of
his time in the area around Bodh Gaya and Nalanda, o
thelatteratwhichheremainedfor10years. He et
. travelled for 25 years, collecting hundreds of\
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S‘ ~manuscripts, many which he translated into '
S fj Chinesehimself. Hisrecordsdeal withlifestyle U
e opicssuchashealth,medicine,and well-being, 7]
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~alongwithculturaldescriptions. Healsospent N
'several months in the kingdoms in Southeast/
Asia, like Srivijaya (Palembang) and Kedah. |
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