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C H I N A

On  Nov. 17, 2011, President Barak Obama in his address to the Austrakian Parliament, announced a major foreign policy
shift as he had made a “deliberate and strategic decision” for the United States to “play a larger and long-term role in shaping 
[the Asia-Paci�c] region,” making the U.S. “presence and mission in the Asia-Paci�c a top priority.” Echoed in speeches and 
statements by other senior U.S. policy o�cials, this “pivot” or “rebalance” toward Asia has become a hallmark of Obama’s
foreign and defense policy. 

The principal drivers behind this rebalance are Asia’s growing economic and strategic importance, as well as increased 
military spending and agression in the region led by China, trends that are likely to continue in the foreseeable future.
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US MILITARY DEPLOYMENT
TOP 5 COUNTRIES 
1. AFGHANISTAN: 68,000
2. JAPAN: 50,937
3. GERMANY: 47,461
4. SOUTH KOREA: 28,500
5. KUWAIT: 15,000
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I N D O N E S I A

Source: 
1. US Military in West Paci�ic, Thomson Reuters. Apr. 2012
2. Total Military Personnel and Dependent End Strength By Service, Regional Area and Country. 
    US Dept of Defense. Nov. 2012 
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More than half of the 50,000 Troops
are stationed here. US recently moved 
12 MV-22 Osprey Aircrafts to Okinawa,
caused huge protests among locals

In the aftermath of the
Mar, 2011 Tohoku tsunami.
US Troops played crucial
rule in rescue and relief. 

An increase in the number of 
US troops visintg Philippines 
is possible, but no plan for 
permanent US base

Rebalancing in Asia 
US Military In The West Pacific


