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Peter Swift
±

Studying political activism while paying attention to individual subjects reveals the profound e�ects that individuals’ very speci�c, often 
highly contingent mobilities have on their political participation. The movements of two Chin activists, one from a village in Thantlang 
township and the other from Hakha, the capital of Chin State, illustrate this. Their movements in�uenced their participation in key historical 
events, including the 1988 nation-wide uprising, the formation of the Chin National Front (armed resistance group), and the 1990 elections. 
University students played a central role in both of these events, and for both activists leaving Chin State to go to university was a critical 
event in their activist careers – putting them in contact with radical Chin nationalists. 

Spends childhood 
in a village

Goes to high school 
in Hakha and while 
there spends time 
with politicians

Goes to university in Mandalay 
and while there spends time 

there with activists

Goes back to the village and 
misses the 1988 uprising that 
takes place in cities in towns

Goes to Thantlang to visit a 
relative and by chance is 

there as activists plan to go 
to India to resist the 

Burmese government

Goes with activists to 
Champhai and joins the 

Chin National Front there

Goes with CNF to Kachin 
State for training and 

becomes a commander

Born in Hakha town

Moves with family out of Chin 
State and witnessed discrimi-
nation against the Chin

Goes to university in Yangon 
and spends time with Chin 
nationalists and becomes 
leader of a  Chin organization

Returns to Hakha and ends up 
leading the 1988 uprising there and 
later joining a group of activists that 
plans to go to India to resist the 
Burmese government

Goes with activists to 
Champhai and joins the 
Chin National Front there

Returns to Hakha and 
helps with a campaign for 
the 1990 elections

Moves to another state to help 
sister run her business and 
loses contact with activists
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Individual Mobility and 
Political Activism

The case of Chin activists from Hakha andThantlang townships 
Chin State, Burma

Chin is an ethnic identity to which people speaking 
various related languages in the Kuki-Chin language 
family and living primarily in western Burma self-ascribe. 
The shaded area shows the distribution of this language 
family. Source: Grierson, G. A. (1903) Linguistic Survey of 
India. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass.

Movements of Activist 1
Movements of Activist 2

Distribution of the 
Kuki-Chin language family


