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T h e  T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  
A u t h o r i z a t i o n  A c t  a u t h o r i z e d  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p i p e l i n e  o n  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 7 3
C o n t r o v e r s y :
T h e  E c o n o m y  o f  A l a s k a  w a s  
g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  
p i p e l i n e .  I t  c r e a t e d  b o o m  
t o w n s  a n d  c a u s e d  a  h u g e  
i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  
w o r k e r s  c a m e  t o  b u i l d  a n d  
o p e r a t e  t h e  p i p e l i n e .  T h e  
p i p e l i n e  b r o u g h t  a  l a r g e  
i n c o m e  t o  A l a s k a  a s  a  w h o l e ,  
a t  t h e  c o s t  l a r g e  i n f r a s t r u c -
t u r e  c r e a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  
p i p e l i n e .  T h e  p i p e l i n e  a l s o  
p u t s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  r i s k  
w i t h  t h e  r i s k  o f  o i l  s p i l l s ,  
w h i c h  c a n  d e v a s t a t e  a n  
e c o s y s t e m .  

A L A S K A

This data was collected from 
naturalearthdata.com, openei.org, 

US Fish and Wildlife services 
and alska.gov. These data sources 

have free to use data and can be found 
on these their respective websites. 
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