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Courses and
Events1926 - First known instance

of disc golf was played by 
students in Vancouver, BC.

1940’s - Yale and Dart-
mouth students begin to 
toss around Frisbie Pie 
Company pie tins for fun.

1946 - Walter Morrison 
invents the first plastic
flying disc, the Pipco 
Flyin-Saucer.

1965 - Father of disc golf 
“Steady” Ed Headrick 
designs the modern frisbee 
for toy company Wham-O

1967 - Headrick founded 
the International Frisbee
Association to create 
standards for disc sports.

1969 - The first official 
disc golf tournament is
held in Pasadena, CA.

1970 - First disc golf club is 
formed in Rochester, NY.

1975 - The first perma-
nent disc golf course is
installed in Pasadena, CA.

1976 - Headrick patents 
the first standardized 
target, the Disc Pole Hole 
and founds the 
Professional Disc Golf 
Association (PDGA).

1977 - Modern era of 
competitive disc golf
begins with first PDGA 
tournament in Mobile, AL.

1982 - Headrick turns the 
PDGA into a player run
organization. First World 
Disc Golf Championship
is held in Irvine, CA.

1983 - Dave Dunipace invents 
the modern triangled-rimmed 
disc golf disc which revolu-
tionizes the sport.
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Taking Flight
A Brief History of the Growth and Development of Disc Golf
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