Geography of Destruction: The Carnage of The First World War's Western Front

A Transformation of Europe

Though often overlooked by its more thoroughly
destructive sequel, World War One remains a
North Sea 2 deeply traumatic and utterly transformative
Event in European History. Over the four years
of the conflict, 16 sovereign nations would wage
unprecedentedly brutal warfare on three
continents resulting in the involvement of 93%
of the world's population and over 14 million
deaths. World War One was not just fought by
soldiers, but by entire populations. It was the
first conflict in which an entire countries
English Channel ' . industrial capability was subordinated to the
war effort. It has therefore become, perhaps
more than any other conflict, a war of statistics.
At The Battle of the Marne for instance German
e forces expend more ammunition daily than they
Srd Battle of The Aisne : had in the entire Franco-Prussian war of 1870. The
terrifying statistics do not end there.
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Key Features

Battles by total Casualties
750,000 - 1,220,000

Casualties were felt most heavily by the major
countries involved. Germany, Russia, France, and
Austro-Hungarian Empire suffered casualty rates
greater than 60 percent. By the war’s end the
German, Russian, Ottoman, and Austro-

5" | Hungarian Empires collapsed entirely.
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Statistics taken or inferred from Clodfelter, Micheal. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other Figures,
1500-2000. 2nd ed. London: McFarland& Co., 2002.
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