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American Indian Reservations

Two Nations: Comparing Population Densities of the U.S. and American Indian Federal Reservations

N1830
The year when the Indian Removal Act was signed into law
which authorized the United States to remove
American Indians from their homelands to federal territory
west of the Mississippi River 
 
326
Number of federally recognized
American Indian reservations

26.7%
Percent that American Indian
or Alaska Native populations
increased from 2000 to 2010

56.2
Million acres set aside for American Indian
reservations

16.2 Million and 1.32
Acreage of largest and smallest Indian
reservations

19.5%
Percent of American Indian and Alaska Natives
in Alaskan population

19.3%
The percent of Americans living in rural communities

4,073,027
Number of American Indians or Alaska Natives living
outside reservations
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New York, NY
Los Angeles, CA
Phoenix, AZ
Oklahoma City, OK
Anchorage, AK
Tulsa, OK
Albuquerque, NM
Chicago, IL
Houston, TX
San Antonio, TX

Ranked Cities with the
Largest American Indian and
Alaska Native Populations

American Indian Reservations with the Largest Populations

Navajo Nation Reservation and Off-Reservation Trust Land, AZ–NM–UT
Pine Ridge Reservation, SD–NE

Fort Apache Reservation, AZ
Gila River Indian Reservation, AZ

Osage Reservation, OK
San Carlos Reservation, AZ

Rosebud Indian Reservation and Off-Reservation Trust Land, SD
Tohono O’odham Nation Reservation and Off-Reservation Trust Land, AZ

Blackfeet Indian Reservation and Off-Reservation Trust Land, MT
Flathead Reservation, MT

169,321
16,906
13,014
11,251
9,920
9,901
9,809
9,278
9,149
9,138

According to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, a federal Indian 
reservation is “an area of land reserved for a tribe or tribes 
under treaty or other agreement with the United States, 
executive order, or federal statute or administrative action 
as permanent tribal homelands, and where the federal 
government holds title to the land in trust on behalf of the 
tribe.”
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Close up View of the Four Corners Area
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“...To be divided into a suitable number of districts, for the reception of such tribes or nations of Indians as may choose to exchange the lands where

they now reside, and remove there.” - 21st Congress, 1830


