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Green Energy Myths

“Green energy is too expensive.” “Green technology is only competetive
because of subsidies!”

“Weather is too unpredictable!”
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U.S. Solar and Wind Prices Over Time
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Enlightened Energy
Making Smart Decisions about our Energy Future
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“Oh, we’re halfway there!”

  In May 2012, Germany (which is as 
 sunny as the Pacific Northwest)  
 produced 50%
 of its domestic
 energy using
 solar power.[6]

  
 The Great Lakes, where
 nothing can block the
  wind. 50% of the U.S. 
 population lives within 
 50 miles of shore, 
 making o�-shore wind 
 a smart option.

What’s going on here?

Our use of fossil fuels unfortunately has a time limit. One of the easiest ways 
to avoid a modern energy crisis is to invest in renewable energy like wind and 
solar. But like with any investment, we need to make smart decisions. We need 
to first know where the sun will shine or where the wind will blow. Not every 
backyard needs a wind farm, nor does every rooftop needs a solar panel. With 
technology making great strides, we don’t need to fear green energy any more.
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According to the Department of Energy, the price
of wind energy in 2011 was 4 cents per kilowatt-hour.
In some windy locations, it was as low as 2.2 [1]         Solar

   costed 7 cents per kilowatt-hour.[2]       Coal, the current
cheapest energy source, is 3.5 cents per killowatt-hour.  [3]

All major energy sources in the U.S. receive
subsidies, but some more than others. Last

year coal, oil, and gas received $553 billion,
whereas renewables received $43 billion. [4]

As renewable sources become more widespread
and connected, we can always have a station

producing enough energy to keep our lives going. Texas
reduced wind energy waste by 75% last year simply

by adding 2,500 miles of wire to their grid. [5]


