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LIGA HANSEATICA SAL COMMERCIVM
The Hanseatic Salt Trade in Medieval Evrope
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The Old Salt Route starts in 
the city of Lüneburg where the 
salt was mined.  From here the 
cargo was transported north 

along the road or up to 
Lauenburg to be loaded onto 

barges on the canal.  The 
saltworks in the town first 

opened up in the 13th century 
and continued operation for 

over 800 years.

All the towns and 
villages along the route 
did well from the trade 

traffic, but Mölln in 
particular stood out.  

Once the salt made its 
way up to the city of 

Mölln, the traders were 
required to pay duties 
on their merchandise.  

Wealth poured into the 
town and it quickly 

gained importance and 
presteige.

After completing the journey north, 
the salt ended up in the capitol of 
the Hanseatic League: Lübeck.  
Once in the city, the salt was 
loaded on to ships, shipped 
out across the Baltic and 
North Seas, and sold at 

markets across 
Northern Europe

Die Alte Salzstraße
    From the 14th to 17th centuries, a confederation of market towns along 

the Baltic coast known as the Hanseatic League controlled most of the trade 
in Northern Europe.  Centered in the city of Lübeck in present day 

Germany, this organization wielded immence political and commercial 
power.  One of the most important items they carried was salt.  Salt was 

used not only as a flavor enhancer as it is today, but even more importantly 
as a food preservative.  Since a major food source for the Baltic region was 
salted herring, this commodity was a major source of wealth and power for 
those who controlled its production and transportation.  Its importance even 
earned it the name “White Gold.”  The source of most of the Leagues’s salt 

comes from the town of Lüneburg.  From Lüneburg to Lübeck, the salt 
traders had to travel a 100 km road known today as the Old Salt Route, or 

Die Alte Salzstraße.  This route was largely unpaved, muddy, and often 
times downright treacherous for the salt carts that traveled along it. Because 

of this, the Stecknitz Canal was opened in 1398 to allow boats from 
Lauenburg laden with salt from Lüneburg to make their way to the port at 
Lübeck.  At the height of the trade, over 20,000 tons of salt were shipped 

from Lüneburg to Lübck and onwards in one year. The road and canal have 
seen many changes over the years and their importance has waned. The cities 
along the route, once fabulously rich from the trade, now rely primarily on 

tourism and the Hanseatic League is long disband. However, Die Alte 
Salzstraße left behind a legacy of prosperity and power that remains to this 

day.
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The Salt from 
Lüneburg eventually made its 

way all across Northern Europe via the 
extensive trading network they had set up from 

Lübeck.  Some of the more prominent destinations 
included the regional capitals of Danzig and Königsberg as well 
as the great fish market at Falsterbo in Skåne, Sweden.
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