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Pre-Columbian Trade

Cahokian Interaction in Wisconsin

Beginning around the year AD 1050, a city rapidly developed in southwest Illinois near modern
day St. Louis. Though no one knows its ancient name, archaeologists today call it Cahokia.
Thousands of people, who archaeologists call Mississippians, lived in the city and
surrounding area. They had an elaborate central area with ceremonial
structures and public gathering spaces. The most dominant feature
of Cahokia was Monk’s Mound, a massive earthen structure
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that supported the chief’s residence. The city was fairly
short lived — after the year 1200, people began to

leave. It is unclear where they went.

Merchants from Cahokia traded
corn, stone material, tools, pottery,
and other goods widely across the
Midwestern US, via the Mississippi
River and its tributaries. The pottery
styles made and used by Cahokians were
unique, so when they are found elsewhere
it suggests trade. Cahokian pottery styles
were also used for fairly short periods of
time, which is helpful for understanding

when trade occurred.

This map shows where three types of Cahokian
pottery have been found in Wisconsin. Red

This style lasted a short
time, only about 50 years.
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