
20 - 30

10 - 20

0 - 10

0 - 16,000 16,000- 21,000 21,000 - 26,000W
o

rk
er

s 
pe

r 
Sq

. m
il

e

income per capita

1979

1989

1999

2009

1980

1981

1982

1983
1984

1985

1986

1987

1990

1991

1992

1993
1994

1995

1996

1997

2000

2001

2002

2003
2004

2005

2006

2007

1988

2008

1998

For Lake county, it's boom or bust
THE MOUNTAINOUS LAKE COUNTY IN COLORADO IS RELIENT ON MINING TO BRING
employment AND INCOME TO ITS CITIZENS. tHE FOLLOWING MAPS PORTAY THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PRICE OF MOLYBDENUM, which has been mined in 

lake county since 1914, and the wellbeing of lake county residents.

 In 1979, climax mine was 
 running at full capacity,
 molybdenum sold for $50
 Per Kilogram and lake 
 county had the highest 
 per-capita income of any
 mountanious county.

 By 1989, Lake county's 
 economy had declined 
 dramatically.molybdenum 
 prices crashed in the 
 early 1980's leading to the 
 closure of the mine in 
 1987. Lake found itself near 
 the bottom in income and 
 labor force..

 1999 showed a small 
 increase in the welfare
 of lake county residents,
 but molybdenum prices
 continued to be low
 and the mine stayed 
 closed. 
 

 Following an increase
 in the price of molybdenum,
 climax attempted to reopen
 in 2008. However, Molybdenum
 Prices fell again in 2009,
 leading climax to defer opening
 until 2012. As of 2013, Climax mine
 is operating in a smaller capacity
 than in the boom of the 1970's.   
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