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The World Music Industry

Music Sales & Concert Venues
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The Digital Age
As the age of technology continues to progress, digital music slowly

replaces what were once vinyls, cassettes, and cds. 2011 marked a great
shift as digital sales finally outweighed physical sales in the U.S., though
many countries still prefer their music physically. Japan’s digital sales
account for only 19% of its total music revenue, compared to the United
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The Music Industry

In 2012, the world music industry made $16.5 billion from music. This so
called “music industry” consists of four major record labels: Universal, Sony
BMG, EMI, and Warner Music. These four labels account for almost 20% of
total music sales across the world. The remaining 10% is made by “indepen-
dent” labels, meaning any label outside these four.

95% of the world’s profit from music was made by the 30 countries shown
on the map above. Though this amount may seem high, world music sales
have been experiencing a decline since 1999.
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