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These intestinal worms cannot survive 
the dry-desert conditions of northern 

Africa.

In Areas like Sudan and Mali, 
100% of children under the 
age of 15 require preventative 

chemotherapy helminth 
infections. 

Helminths are parasitc 
worms that impair the 
nutritional status of 
the individual 
they infect.

An infected individual 
contaminates the soil 
with feces containing 
helminth eggs in poor 
sanitation areas. Eggs 
develop in the soil. 

Eggs or larvae 
develop into adult 
worms, which 
produce eggs inside 
the intestines of 
infected individuals. 

Individuals are infected 
by eggs ingested 
through food, dirty 
hands, infected water 
sources, or larvae 
penetrating the skin. 

Somalia, in 2012 
reported only 23% 

of their population 
having access to 

improved drinking water 
conditions since 2000. 

That means over 7.85 
million people had expo-
sure to the contaminants 

in the unimproved water. 
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Damage Control Healthcare in Africa
A 2012 case of children, drinking water, and intestinal worms

and too much too late
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