A PROTECTED RAINFOREST?

PROTECTED AREAS: f 500 MILES

The legal Amazon Rainforest spans an area of just under 5 million square
kilometers. 43% of that land is considered within protected areas. These
protected areas are either Conservation Units (22% of the Amazon) or
Indigenous Lands (21%).

Conservation units are territories considered to
have natural characteristics that put them under
a special administrative regime intended to
guarantee their protection. Many of these units,
however, lack the necessary level of monitoring
to ensure the implementation of their protected
status.
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Indigenous Territories, with boundaries
recognized by the Brazilian government, grant
the indigenous residents permanent ownership
and use of any wealth originating from that
land. There are 173 different indigenous groups
that live in 405 different territories in the 2
Amazon. Approximately 300 thousand Brazilian
Indians are thought to live in these areas.

THREATS:

Deforestation can have a devastating effect on both ecological and
cultural stability in the Amazon. Over 14% of the Amazon in Brazil
has been deforested. A growing demand for timber from the
Amazon has lead to dforestation pressures being put on several
protected areas. This has an added layer of impact when happen-
ing in Indigenous Territories, where the residents’ sustenance
depends on a particular type of landscape that is severely altered
by the deforestation process.

Mining in the Amazon is another source of significant harm. Mining can contaminate the soil,
water, and air. The Brazilian Federal Constitution acknowledges the threat posed by mining,
and only allows it to happen in Indigenous Territories under exceptional situations. Yet there
are 125 Indigenous Territories, with about 148 thousand people living in them, which have
been affected by mining. The depletion of deposits in other parts of Brazil, along with
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