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The Jakobshavn Glacier in Western Greenland is one of the fastest receding glaciers in the world, retreating at approximately a half 
a mile every year, and more than 25 miles since 1850. While this glacier is only a small part of the  Greenlandic Ice Sheet, this 
melting is a consistent phenomenon  across the country, causing a decrease in ice density, and stimultaneously, an increase in sea 
levels. The Greenland Ice Sheet has lost over 500 gigatons of ice since 2002, contributing  on average .5mm to the 3.5mm per year  
rise in sea levels. This map depicts the staggering retreat  of the Jakobshavn glacier on a bi- yearly basis. 

   Rethinking “A Glacial Pace”
The Retreat of the Jakobshavn glacier

1 Mile

Glacial Areas With 
High Melt Rates

Au
th

or
: P

ho
eb

e 
Kr

aw
cz

yk
 D

ec
em

be
r 2

01
4 

 P
ro

je
ct

io
n:

 S
ea

 Ic
e 

Po
la

r S
te

re
og

ra
ph

ic
 N

or
th

 (s
ta

nd
ar

d 
Pa

ra
lle

l 7
0.

0,
  C

en
tr

al
 M

er
id

ia
n 

-4
5.

0)

D
at

a 
So

ur
ce

s:
 N

at
ur

al
 E

ar
th

, G
LI

M
S 

da
ta

ba
se

, G
oo

gl
e 

Ea
rt

h 
an

d 
La

nd
sa

t I
m

ag
er

y 
,

 In
te

rg
ov

er
nm

en
ta

l P
an

el
 o

n 
Cl

im
at

e 
Ch

an
ge

, N
at

io
na

l S
no

w
 a

nd
 Ic

e 
D

at
a 

Ce
nt

er
 

Areas with  high melt 
rates are de�ned here as 
areas of the ice sheet 
that thin by more than 1 
foot per year. 
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