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Beef in America: From a Land Use Perspective

Beef 
production 

requires
 28, 11, 5, and

 6 times 
more land,

 irrigation 
water, 

greenhouse
gas, and nitrogen, 
respectively, than 

the average of 
the other
 livestock 

categories 
(dairy, poultry,

 pork, and eggs) 
(Eshel 2014)
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1 Dot = 200 beef farms
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2014 USDA estimates say that 
animal feed is composed of 
95.7% corn. (USDA, 2014)
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Corn for Grain (Bushels, 2012)

Beef cattle require 
13 kg grain 
per pound of 

beef produced
 (twice as much 

as pigs, three 
times as much 

as turkeys) 
(Pimentel 2003)


