
Conditions in Somalia are nearing those of a failed state. Over the last several decades, no other country has struggled so profoundly to institute basic structures of governance. Somalia’s profound instability stems in part from conflicts between the state structures imposed during 
the colonial era and the clan structures that traditionally play a heavy role in the pastoral lives of Somalis. The 1991 overthrow of President Siad Barre ushered in a new era of conflict and anarchy from which the region has never fully recovered. In the absence of a central 
government, warlords and armed factions have violently vied for political and economic dominance. Somalia has also frequently served as a proxy battleground for international actors and ideologies, stretching from Cold War American and Soviet realpolitik to current concerns about 
m.A small African Union peacekeeping mission was established in early 2007 to support the TFG, but the mission did little to curtail the emergence of a complex insurgency composed of both Islamic and secular militias hostile to the TFG. The heavy-handed and often indiscriminate 
counterinsurgency tactics of the TFG and Ethiopian forces further compounded the crisis, and more than 400,000 people were driven from their homes in Mogadishu during 2007. By April 2008, fighting in Mogadishu was worse than it had been in a decade.  Meanwhile, the country faced a 
severe humanitarian food crisis with 1.1 million people displaced from their homes and at risk of starvation.  By May 2009, the U.N. warned that, with 3.2 million people in need of food assistance, the country was on the brink of famine.  The rise in piracy along the coast of Somalia and 
in the Gulf of Aden in 2008 momentarily placed the country back in the international spotlight, but the situation in Somalia remains dire.  The TFG has imploded and controls minimal territory; hard-line Shabaab militants are on the rise; famine looms.  Given the severity of securi-
ty and humanitarian crises in Somalia, and the extraordinary failures of international efforts to-date, a major reevaluation of U.S. policy there is both urgent and essential. A famine is currently raging in Somalia, and before the end of 2011 tens of thousands of people —possibly 
hundreds of thousands—are going to die. The main culprit is al-Shabaab, a hyper-violent ultra-extremist Somali jihadist group made up of mostly forced conscripts. Al-Shabaab refuses to allow food and humanitarian aid to starving Somalis, despite condemnations by the UN, western 
governments, the Somali Transitional Federal Government, or TFG, and Somali civic groups. In June 2011, tens of thousands of Somali refugees flooded camps in Ethiopia and Kenya - at a rate of more than 3,000 new arrivals per day. Three-quarters of a million people are at immediate 
risk of famine; another 750,000 are refugees in neighboring countries, and 4 million – half the total population – is in need of emergency aid. It is a calamity that could join the ranks of the Rwanda genocide and the Darfur crisis in terms of scale and human suffering. As the 
crisis unfolds, the U.N.-backed Transitional Federal Government, or TGF — now in its seventh year of what was supposed to be a five-year transitional process — has spent the year focusing on power-sharing accords and implementation of transitional tasks, instead of prioritizing the 
unfolding crisis and gaining control over its predatory security forces and corrupt politicians so that food aid can reach the hundreds of thousands of displaced famine victims. ---------Conditions in Somalia are nearing those of a failed state. Over the last several decades, no other 
country has struggled so profoundly to institute basic structures of governance. Somalia’s profound instability stems in part from conflicts between the state structures imposed during the colonial era and the clan structures that traditionally play a heavy role in the pastoral 
lives of Somalis. The 1991 overthrow of President Siad Barre ushered in a new era of conflict and anarchy from which the region has never fully recovered. In the absence of a central government, warlords and armed factions have violently vied for political and economic dominance. 
Somalia has also frequently served as a proxy battleground for international actors and ideologies, stretching from Cold War American and Soviet realpolitik to current concerns about m.A small African Union peacekeeping mission was established in early 2007 to support the TFG, but 
the mission did little to curtail the emergence of a complex insurgency composed of both Islamic and secular militias hostile to the TFG. The heavy-handed and often indiscriminate counterinsurgency tactics of the TFG and Ethiopian forces further compounded the crisis, and more 
than 400,000 people were driven from their homes in Mogadishu during 2007. By April 2008, fighting in Mogadishu was worse than it had been in a decade.  Meanwhile, the country faced a severe humanitarian food crisis with 1.1 million people displaced from their homes and at risk of 
starvation.  By May 2009, the U.N. warned that, with 3.2 million people in need of food assistance, the country was on the brink of famine.  The rise in piracy along the coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden in 2008 momentarily placed the country back in the international spotlight, 
but the situation in Somalia remains dire.  The TFG has imploded and controls minimal territory; hard-line Shabaab militants are on the rise; famine looms.  Given the severity of security and humanitarian crises in Somalia, and the extraordinary failures of international efforts 
to-date, a major reevaluation of U.S. policy there is both urgent and essential. A famine is currently raging in Somalia, and before the end of 2011 tens of thousands of people —possibly hundreds of thousands—are going to die. The main culprit is al-Shabaab, a hyper-violent ultra-extrem-
ist Somali jihadist group made up of mostly forced conscripts. Al-Shabaab refuses to allow food and humanitarian aid to starving Somalis, despite condemnations by the UN, western governments, the Somali Transitional Federal Government, or TFG, and Somali civic groups. In June 2011, 
tens of thousands of Somali refugees flooded camps in Ethiopia and Kenya - at a rate of more than 3,000 new arrivals per day. Three-quarters of a million people are at immediate risk of famine; another 750,000 are refugees in neighboring countries, and 4 million – half the total 
population – is in need of emergency aid. It is a calamity that could join the ranks of the Rwanda genocide and the Darfur crisis in terms of scale and human suffering. As the crisis unfolds, the U.N.-backed Transitional Federal Government, or TGF — now in its seventh year of what 
was supposed to be a five-year transitional process — has spent the year focusing on power-sharing accords and implementation of transitional tasks, instead of prioritizing the unfolding crisis and gaining control over its predatory security forces and corrupt politicians so that food 
aid can reach the hundreds of thousands of displaced famine victims. Conditions in Somalia are nearing those of a failed state. Over the last several decades, no other country has struggled so profoundly to institute basic structures of governance. Somalia’s profound instability 
stems in part from conflicts between the state structures imposed during the colonial era and the clan structures that traditionally play a heavy role in the pastoral lives of Somalis. The 1991 overthrow of President Siad Barre ushered in a new era of conflict and anarchy from 
which the region has never fully recovered. In the absence of a central government, warlords and armed factions have violently vied for political and economic dominance. Somalia has also frequently served as a proxy battleground for international actors and ideologies, stretching 
from Cold War American and Soviet realpolitik to current concerns about m.A small African Union peacekeeping mission was established in early 2007 to support the TFG, but the mission did little to curtail the emergence of a complex insurgency composed of both Islamic and secu-
lar militias hostile to the TFG. The heavy-handed and often indiscriminate counterinsurgency tactics of the TFG and Ethiopian forces further compounded the crisis, and more than 400,000 people were driven from their homes in Mogadishu during 2007. By April 2008, fighting in Mogadishu 
was worse than it had been in a decade.  Meanwhile, the country faced a severe humanitarian food crisis with 1.1 million people displaced from their homes and at risk of starvation.  By May 2009, the U.N. warned that, with 3.2 million people in need of food assistance, the country was 
on the brink of famine.  The rise in piracy along the coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden in 2008 momentarily placed the country back in the international spotlight, but the situation in Somalia remains dire.  The TFG has imploded and controls minimal territory; hard-line 
Shabaab militants are on the rise; famine looms.  Given the severity of security and humanitarian crises in Somalia, and the extraordinary failures of international efforts to-date, a major reevaluation of U.S. policy there is both urgent and essential. A famine is currently raging 
in Somalia, and before the end of 2011 tens of thousands of people —possibly hundreds of thousands—are going to die. The main culprit is al-Shabaab, a hyper-violent ultra-extremist Somali jihadist group made up of mostly forced conscripts. Al-Shabaab refuses to allow food and humani-
tarian aid to starving Somalis, despite condemnations by the UN, western governments, the Somali Transitional Federal Government, or TFG, and Somali civic groups. In June 2011, tens of thousands of Somali refugees flooded camps in Ethiopia and Kenya - at a rate of more than 3,000 
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they took everything I hadall I have is rice

my brother didn’t make it

     965,664 Somali refugees   
Kenya: 427,550 refugees
Ethiopia: 245,853 refugees
Yemen: 236,803 refugees
 

Dadaab, the world’s largest 
refugee camp is located in the     
deserts of east Kenya, and holds  
500,000 refugees, over half of the 
total registered refugee popula-
tion in Africa. Regufees are
rarely allowed to leave the 
camp, have little food and water, 
and have minimal living condi-
tions, often staying in make-
shift homes.

my family was killed

I walked all day and all night

I was raped

smugglers cheated us

1 in 9 Somalis is a refugee
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An Unforgiving Diaspora
  following the journeys of Somali war refugees

traffickers have raped our women and demanded ransoms

w
e live in makeshift homes, finding what little work we can

The journey to Dadaab is like walking a tightrope across the valley of death

we live in a refugee camp in the middle of the desert

     w
e live in the middle of the desert with little food

bandits took the only $20 I had to my name

It’s better than Somalia, even if it’s a war

we have braved overcrowded boats, stormy seas
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the heat is searing

May God save us from the war here

I never thought I’d lose all my cattle
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smugglers were ready to cast us overboard
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on day six, we were attacked. two of the women were raped. they were unable to walk, so we left them 

will I be a 

ref
ugee forever?

most of the men are either at home in lawless Somalia, trying to protect what’s left 

It took 28 days; all we had was a handful of rice and some black tea to share

Life as a refugee is humiliating, especially in a culture that prizes independence
 a refugee for ever?
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girls are raped, even little ones from primary school
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re 
now fle

eing to Kenya and Ethiopia for help

Somalis continue to experience one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world. As of September 2013, there were more than 1.1 
million Somalis displaced internally and nearly one million refugees living in neighboring countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia, and 
Yemen.
Somalia has been engulfed in con�ict since the Siad Barre regime collapsed in 1991, and many of its citizens have been displaced 
ever since. Spikes in violence and drought conditions have caused multiple waves of displacement over the years, and most recently 
the 2011-12 famine claimed over 260,000 lives. �e government installed in 2012 controls only a fraction of the country, and those 
areas remains fragile in the face of tension between competing warlords and frequent attacks from the Al Shabab terrorist group.
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 have been extremely malnourished for weeks

                                       I walked for 15 days with my nine children

I’
d 

be
 a

 re
fu

gee

I never thought 

am I going to be

a ref
ugee forever?

Four years ago she was very beautiful...
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my son is d
isappeared five days ago... I

 do not know where he is

my daughter died of hunger, but I need to press on
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