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The Swift Current: The Journey of the 
Invasive Asian Carp up the Mississippi River to the Great Lakes
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1973:
Asian carp 

introduced into 
the US for 

phytoplankton 
control in culture 
ponds located in 

Arkansas

1976:
Asian carp 
stocked in a 
sewage pond 

escape during a 
flood in Arkansas

1980:
Asian carp first 

noticed swimming 
in the wild 
(Arkansas)

Early 1990’s:
Heavy flooding 
allows for more 
silver carp to 

escape fish farms 
and enter the 

Mississippi River , 
Missouri, and Illiniois 

River 

1996:
First electric barrier 
introduced into the 
Mississippi River

2010:
First DNA traces 
of asian carp 
found in the 

waterways that 
connect to Lake 

Michigan 

2013:
Scientist confirm 
that asian carp 
have been found 
breeding in the 
Great Lakes 
watershed off of 
Lake Michigan
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