Incarceration vs. Representation

How America’s correctional system damages government.

The geography of mass incarceration...

The U.S. has over 5,300 correctional facili-

ties at a cost of $80 billion. This system has

a tremendous geographic impact that
affects government on all levels.

allows a modern three-fifths compromise...

Prisoners are denied the right to vote

(except in Maine and Vermont), yet usually

count as constituents for government
redistricting and funding.
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giving power to prison towns...

Hundreds of local governments pad their
official populations with nonvoting prison-
ers to gain more power and funding.




