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With respect to Population

Water in the American West has become the most threatening danger to those who call 
it home. In response to this problem, many states have looked for ways to conserve as 
water resources are stretched thin. Recommendations or even requirements to limit 
domestic water usages have appeared all over the American West, such as California’s 
push to take shorter showers. However, as this map demonstrates, more must be done 
than domestic conservation. In Colorado, which uses the most water with respect to the 
size of its population, domestic makes up the smallest perchetage of their water uses. 
Clearly, in order to truly take a step forward in water conservation, it is important to be 
sure that we look to conserving other uses of water as much, if not more so, than we 
conserve domestic uses. 

Data from US Geological Survey, 2010. Cartographer: Maren Harris USA Contiguous Albers Equal Area 
Conic USGS Central meridian at -105 W, Parallels at 29.5 N and 45.5 N

California irrigates 
over 10 million 
acres of land

Texas uses over 1 billion
gallons of water per day 
for the mining industry 

Where is our water going?
A look at how a much the shorter showers really matter 


