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Growth in Illinois 
is strongly correlated 

with the success of 
the Blackhawks. 

Chicago won the Stanly 
Cup 3 times between 

2009 and 2015.

Wisconsin has the 
largest hockey- 

playing population for 
a state that does not 
include an NHL team.
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Since 1990, the total amount of hockey players has grown173%. 
Then, from 2000 to 2015, there has been a 22% increase in hockey 
players. Now there are more than half a million skaters in the 
United States. Overall, hockey is on a strong upward trend 
and is making significant strides towards becoming one 
of America’s favorite sports in the future.

Most players develop in the Midwest and Northeast from the 
traditionally colder regions of the United States. However, the 

largest growth percentages are emerging from many Western and 
Southeastern states. On average, states that contain NHL teams have 
major increased growth since each teams’ arrival. So, The expansion 
of the NHL will further build player interest in the upcoming years.
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