
#blacklivesmatter: a movement
In August 2014 Mike Brown Jr. was killed by police in Ferguson, MO. His death triggered one of the biggest social justice move-
ments in modern history. The #blacklivesmatter movement was born on twitter and used the platform to spread information 
about police brutality against the black community and to organize protests. The hashtag has been used over 41 million times 
on twitter and the movement has been covered heavily in the media. This map aims to show the birth of a movement by mea-
suring media coverage related to the topic. The seven events covered on the map are the deaths of black men and women at the 
hands of the police. These seven people serve as the faces for the movement, though there are thousands of men and women 
who remain voiceless. 

ANGER, CONFRONTATION AFTER 
FATAL SHOOTING OF TEEN BY 
FERGUSON POLICE OFFICER
-8/10/2014, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

“ ”

UNARMED MAN SHOT BY 
MINNESAPOLIS POLICE OVER 

THE WEEKEND HAS DIED
-11/17/2015, Washington Post

“ ”

A BLACK WOMAN WAS ARRESTED 
AFTER A TRAFFIC STOP. DAYS 

LATER, SHE DIED IN A JAIL
-07/16/2015, Washington Post

“ ”

BOY WITH TOY GUN WAS 
SHOT 2 SECONDS AFTER 

CLEVELAND POLICE 
ARRIVED

-11/26/2014, CNN

“ ” NEW YORK MAN DIES AFTER 
CHOKEHOLD BY POLICE

-07/17/2014, CNN“ ”

MAN WITH SPINAL INJURIES DIES 
IN POLICE CUSTODY

-04/19/2015, NY Daily News

RAW VIDEO SHOWS WHITE COP 
FATALLY SHOOTING BLACK MAN

-04/07/2015, NBC News
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This timeline contains information on the number of articles written on 
the topic of the black lives matter movement, as well as the number of 
articles written about each individual. The symbols on the map also 
represent the number of articles written about each individual.
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Key
10 articles written on #blacklivesmatter

10 articles written on Eric Garner
10 articles written on Mike Brown Jr.

10 articles written on Tamir Rice

10 articles written on Walter Scott

10 articles written on Freddie Gray

10 articles written on Sandra Bland
10 articles written on Jamar Clark
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