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The Syrian refugee crisis is one of the worst 
humanitarian crises of our time. The Syrian 
Civil War began in 2011, but since conflict 
intensified in 2015, more than 12 million 

Syrians have fled their homes as refugees, and 
approximately 6.2 million Syrians have been 
internally displaced within Syria. Syrians are 
fleeing due to extreme violence, bombings, 

airstrikes, and destroyed infrastructure. 

What you need to know:

Most Syrians who have fled to other countries 
find themselves in overcrowded shelters. 

With little hope of returning home in the near 
future, these people are burdened with 

finding and creating a new life for themselves 
and for their families. The journey is costly, 

unpredictable, and often ends in death. 
Almost half of all Syrian refugees are children. 
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Note: This graph shows European countries that 
have taken in less than 10,000 Syrian refugees. 

Data from United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), European 
Parliament News, and Pew Research Center. Numbers reflect data from 2017. Note: 

Countries with Syrian refugee populations below 10,000 not shown on map.
Europe Lambert Conformal Conic Projection (main map) and 
Robsinson World Projection (inset map). Map by Cara McCabe.
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How you can help:

Donate to International Red Cross

Donate to Doctors Without Borders

Sponsor a Syrian child 

Speak up to congress


