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Sources:

Wisconsin Transverse Mercator
Central Meridian: 90˚W

State and County Boundaries: US Census Tiger Shapefiles
City Locations: US Census Tiger Shapefiles
Rivers and Water Boundaries: Natural Earth & Wisconsin DNR
Origins of Names:
-Wisconsin Historical Society
-”Place Names of Wisconsin”, Edward Callary
-”The Romance of Wisconsin Placenames”, 
Robert Gard & L.G. Sorden
”Indian Place Names of Wisconsin”, Herbert Kuhn
“Indian Names on Wisconsin’s Map” Virgil J. Vogel

Cartographer: Kyle McNair

The state of Wisconsin holds many 
legacies behind the origins of its names. 

During the era of French exploration and trading, 
there were several places that were named based on 
the landscape of the region. In fact, it was common 
that the French named these places based on Native 
American translations. Regions like the Fox Valley 
hold many names based on the Native 
American’s brief description of the landscape.

For Native American names, a majority were actually 
brought back from European settlers in the middle to 
late 19th century. Many were in awe of their cultural 
impact, and named the area based on its past. 

So why just French and Native American names?

Many other names in the state (and even elsewhere in the 
country) are names from older/original names that don’t 
really describe the natural landscape. Other names are 
intended for remembrance, such as the county names of 
Langlade, Jackson, etc. 

The names found on this map display a portion, but are not 
limited to, some of the French and Native American descents. 
By reading these translations, we can get a sense of what these 
groups of people witnessed around Wisconsin from the past. Many 
of these names hold many meanings, as they can tell us the physical 
environment Wisconsin truly holds. It also tells us what these regions were 
originally known for. Whether it was the type resources for the material 
culture, or even names reflected from the culture’s spiritual beliefs. Others 
are named off of an individual (i.e. Oshkosh), who are named after chief 
leaders of that area, and hold a strong legacy behind it. 

While this map only holds a brief synopsis of some of Wisconsin’s names, it 
is suggested there will always be more answers to many of its origins.
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Racine
Root
Racine
Root
Racine
Root

Mequon
White feather

Oconto
Pike Ppace

Waupun
It is Day,
Dawn

Wausau
Distant, Far

Beloit
Pretty, the 
meeting of waters

Neenah
Water

Kenosha
Pike
Kenosha
Pike
Kenosha
Pike

Waupaca
Is white-haired

Portage
Carrying place
Portage
Carrying place
Portage
Carrying place

Shawano
Southerner

Oshkosh
Claw, Brave

Menasha
Island

Superior
Upper Lake
Superior
Upper Lake
Superior
Upper Lake

WaunakeeWaunakee
Pleasant Land,Pleasant Land,
I inhabit a place in peaceI inhabit a place in peace

Waunakee
Pleasant Land,
I inhabit a place in peace

Waunakee
Pleasant Land,
I inhabit a place in peace

Kaukauna
Place where 
there is pike

Pewaukee
Swampy,
Water land

Waukesha
Fox, It is 
Shining

Waukesha
Fox, It is 
Shining

Waukesha
Fox, It is 
Shining

Menomonie
Wild rice

La Crosse
Hooked crosier

Sheboygan
Pipe stem
Sheboygan
Pipe stem
Sheboygan
Pipe stem

Wauwatosa
Firefly

Manitowoc
Supernatural being, 
Diety, Spirit

Manitowoc
Supernatural being, 
Diety, Spirit

Manitowoc
Supernatural being, 
Diety, Spirit

Milwaukee
Good Land
Milwaukee
Good Land
Milwaukee
Good Land

Oconomowoc
A fall, and gathering

of beautiful waters
in the lakes

Oconomowoc
A fall, and gathering

of beautiful waters
in the lakes

Oconomowoc
A fall, and gathering

of beautiful waters
in the lakes

Fond du Lac
Foot of the lake

Platteville
Village next to the flat, 
dull, and shallow river

Chippewa Falls
Falls of the Original People

Kewaunee
River of the Lost,
Prairie Chicken

Kewaunee
River of the Lost,
Prairie Chicken

Kewaunee
River of the Lost,
Prairie Chicken

Bellevue
Beautiful view

Ashwaubenon
Site of the Ashwaubemies camp

De Pere
Rapids of 
the fathers

Lac du Flambeau
Torch Lake
Lac du Flambeau
Torch Lake
Lac du Flambeau
Torch Lake

Prairie du Chien
Meadow of dogs

Prairie du Chien
Meadow of dogs

Prairie du Chien
Meadow of dogs

Necedah
Water yellow lake

Saumico
The place of the

yellow beaver’s tail

Trempealeau
The mountain that 
stands in the water

Trempealeau
The mountain that 
stands in the water

Keshena
Swift flying

Muscoda
Meadow

Mukwonago
Bears Lair

Mukwonago
Bears Lair

Mukwonago
Bears Lair

Minocqua
Clump of trees

Eau Claire
Clear Water

Taycheedah
Camp by the lake

Nekoosa
Rapid Waters

MazomanieMazomanie
Iron walkerIron walker
Mazomanie
Iron walker
Mazomanie
Iron walker

Prairie du SacPrairie du Sac
Meadow of the SauksMeadow of the Sauks

(”People of the Outlet”)(”People of the Outlet”)

Prairie du Sac
Meadow of the Sauks

(”People of the Outlet”)

Prairie du Sac
Meadow of the Sauks

(”People of the Outlet”)

Minong
Good place,
Blueberry Place

Neshkoro
Salt River

Lac Vieux Desert
The garden place,
Place of fields

Okee
Earth, land, country,
or soil

Okee
Earth, land, country,
or soil

Okee
Earth, land, country,
or soil

Neosho
Small water hole

Antigo
Evergreen,
Water running 
through the evergreen

Lake Wazeecha
White Pine

Lake Kawaguesaga
Clear water lake

Aniwa
More, farther,
beyond, too far

Sinsinawa
Stony in the middle

Wonewoc
The howling 
of the wolves

Pensaukee
Inside the mouth of a river

Odanah
Village

Manitowish
Spirit

Namekagon
Place of sturgeons

Waubeek
Metal, Iron

Wautoma
Good Earth

Waumandee
Big war eagle

Name of Place
Translation(s)

Native American Origin

L. Mendota
The mouth

L. Waubesa
Swan

L. Kegonsa
Little fish

L. Poygan
Pipe

Puckaway L.
Wild rice field

Metonga Lake
Large, great in 
any way

Native American Origin 
Water Body

Name of Water Body
Translation(s)
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French Origin

Examples:

!!!

L. Koshkonong
The lake we live on,

Where there is heavy fog

Wapogasset Lake
Kind of large carp

L. Chetac
Pelican

Pokegama Lake
Separation of a lake

!!!

!!!

French Origin 
Water Body

Mosinee
Moose trail

!!!

Neopit
Four in a den

!

Tichigan
Great inland lake
Tichigan
Great inland lake
Tichigan
Great inland lake

!

!!!

Lac Courte Oreilles
Short Ears
Lac Courte Oreilles
Short Ears
Lac Courte Oreilles
Short Ears

Lake Nebagamon
Sleep, sleeping,

Male bear

Lake Nebagamon
Sleep, sleeping,

Male bear

Lake Nebagamon
Sleep, sleeping,

Male bear

!

Ogema
Chief

!!!

Osseo
River, Stone, 
Son of the 
evening star

!

Kewaskum
Retracing one’s
steps

!

Mikana
Road

!

Wausaukee
Distant land

!

Pembine
Summer berry

!


