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The USDA definition of organic agriculture describes it as a process
promoting the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystem health.

Many consumers think positively of organic certified

food, but some associate the organic eco-label with “no chemicals or
pesticides”. In fact, organic growers can choose from a long list of

natural and synthetic pesticides approved by the USDA. All

pesticides have some degree of toxicity. Both organic and conventional
pesticides have the potential to result in harmful chemical food

residues as well as pollute the environment and harm non-target species.
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CAUTION:

Spinosyns are a class of biological
pesticides created from fermenting

a particular soil bacteria. This
chemical is broad spectrum, meaning
it impacts a wide variety of pests and
is one of the most intensively used
pesticides on organic agro-
ecosystems. Spinosyns have been
found by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to have a low
toxicity to humans. Usually sprayed
or spot-treated, this pesticide is
applied to most organic crops such
as apples or the many cole crop
varieties.
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