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Ten important biodiversity hotspots have been recognized by 
Conservation International in the Americas. These areas are regions 
where conservation of biodiversity is most urgent due to human 
threats and high levels of endemic flora and fauna. The percent of 
forest loss by type is represented in each bar graph for each 
biodiversity hotspot area with the greatest contributor highlighted.

to non-forest habitat and the loss of normal 
ecosystem processes. Tree cover loss is one of 
the easiest ways to detect forest threats on a 
large scale. Major causes of tree cover loss in 
     North and South America vary regionally 
         depending on ecological, political, and 
               economic impacts. The data depicts 
                   tree cover loss from 2001 - 2015 
                      categorized into the dominant 
                        cause within a 10 km2 area pixel.  

North America experienced 
most of its forest loss between 
1600 and 1900 as the forest 
was converted to agriculture. 
More recent forest loss is a 
result of intensive forestry 
operations at 57% and 
increased forest fires at 30%.

Latin America and the Caribbean have gone 
through the greatest forest loss during the last 
20 years with an estimated 4.7 million hectares 
lost between 2000-2005 alone. The largest 
contributers have been shifting agriculture at 
54% and commodity driven deforestation at 32%.

Over 80% of the worlds terrestrial biodiversity is located within 
           forests, but many forest face increasing threats from 
                   deforestation and forest degradation. Deforestation 
                       and forest degradation is the conversion of forest 

Forest Loss Across North and South America
Analysis of Causes within Important Biodiversity Areas

Permanent conversion of forest and shrubland to 
non-forest land such as agriculture, mining, and 
energy infrastructures.
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Forest and shrubland loss due to 
expansion of urban areas.

Large-scale forest loss due to burning of forest 
vegetation with no active reforestation efforts.

Large-scale operations of managed 
forest and tree plantations.

Small-medium temporary conversion of forest and 
shrubland to agriculture which is later abandoned.
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