
Hotspot map of SE Asia
Dark Blue is a hotspot

Hotspot map of Africa
Dark Blue is a hotspot
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In Brazil, the orange 
symbol shows the 
amount of land Brazil-
ian companies bought
in another country

In Brazil, the blue 
symbol shows the 

amount of land other 
countries & companies

bought in Brazil

Sold: Bought:

1Ha is ~ the size of a football �eld
3,000,000 Ha is ~ the size of Maryland

In the EcoHealth paradigm, emerging infectious disease hotspots are 
driven in large part by large scale land use change. Large scale 
international land purchases that are in production signal land use 
change for building development, mining, & plantation agriculture.
Disease hotspot maps highlight spaces “vulnerable” to infectious 
disease emergence, which places both the burdens and blame of 
disease in these vulnerable spaces. Instead, this map highlights the 
spaces that produce that vulnerability through large scale land 
aquisitions associated with land use change.

Re-Placing the cause of infectious disease hotspots:
International land purchases from 2004-2019 ‘predict’ disease ‘hotspots’
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