
WEST END STADIUM
CINCINNATI (MLS, UNDER CONSTRUCTION- 2021)
CINCINNATI’S NFL STADIUM WAS BUILT USING “THE WORST STADIUM FINANCING DEAL EVER”,5 SO THE LOCAL 
POPULATION WAS NOT INTERESTED IN HANDING OUT ANOTHER BIG CHECK FOR A NEW SOCCER-ONLY STADIUM.

PPG PAINTS ARENA
PITTSBURGH (NHL, BUILT 2010)
THE PENGUINS’ OWNER ADMITTED THAT THE TEAM’S THREATS TO
MOVE TO KANSAS CITY WERE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED TO OBTAIN
MORE PUBLIC MONEY FOR A NEW ARENA, AND THAT THE TEAM 
NEVER INTENDED TO ACTUALLY MOVE AWAY FROM PITTSBURGH6.

ROCKET MORTGAGE FIELDHOUSE
CLEVELAND (NBA, 2019 RENOVATIONS)
RENOVATION OF EXISTING STADIUMS IS OFTEN A
FINANCIALLY MORE PRUDENT SOLUTION COMPARED TO
BUILDING A WHOLE NEW STADIUM, BUT THE CITY OF
CLEVELAND WENT TO EXTRAORDINARY LENGTHS TO AVOID
HOLDING A PUBLIC REFERENDUM ON WHETHER OR NOT THE
CITY SHOULD CHIP IN TO RENOVATE THE CAVS’ ARENA4.

LITTLE CAESARS ARENA
DETROIT (NHL & NBA, BUILT 2017)

RED WINGS’ OWNERSHIP PROMISED MASSIVE
REVITALIZATION OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD

SURROUNDING THE ARENA. IT‘S CURRENTLY
A BIG SWATH OF PARKING LOTS INSTEAD1.

BANKERS LIFE FIELDHOUSE
INDIANAPOLIS (NBA, 2022 RENOVATIONS)

PACERS’ OWNERSHIP HAS GOTTEN ESPECIALLY CREATIVE AT
EXTRACTING PUBLIC FUNDING FOR THEIR ARENA

BY SUCCESSFULLY NEGOTIATING FOR $14 MILLION
A YEAR TO COVER “OPERATING EXPENSES” AND 

$12 MILLION A YEAR FOR “TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES.”

WRIGLEY FIELD
CHICAGO (MLB, 2019 RENOVATIONS)

TEAMS LOCATED IN MAJOR MARKETS LIKE 
CHICAGO LACK THE LEVERAGE OF A SERIOUS 

THREAT OF MOVING AWAY TO ANOTHER CITY,
SO THE FIVE YEARS OF RENOVATIONS TO THE 

HISTORIC ‘FRIENDLY CONFINES’ WAS ENTIRELY
 FUNDED BY THE CHICAGO CUBS ORGANIZATION.

FISERV FORUM 
MILWAUKEE (NBA, BUILT 2018)

A $250 MILLION BUDGET CUT TO
WISCONSIN’S STATE UNIVERSITIES

MYSTERIOUSLY OCCURRED RIGHT BEFORE
THE BUCKS’ OWNERSHIP RECEIVED A
LARGE HANDOUT OF MONEY FOR THE

ARENA FROM THE STATE GOVERNMENT3.

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
• Corporate welfare for sports arenas happens all across America, 
but is an especially absurd practice in the Rust Belt, an area hit hard 
by manufacturing job loss, population decline, and the opioid crisis. 
The millions of tax dollars diverted to increasingly and unnecessarily 
opulent sporting facilities would be better spent on a long list of more 
pressing societal needs in the region.

• One common strategy employed to make stadium handouts more 
palatable is to fund them directly through tourism taxes. This tactic is a
clever sleight of hand, but losing the opportunity cost of taxing tourists 
to fund other initiatives stings as much as a normal tax increase.

• The general consensus among economists is that large public
investment in private sports arenas is misguided, because it tends to
shift entertainment spending instead of creating new spending2.

HOW CAN WE CHANGE THIS?
• At a minimum, citizens should demand that any future public spending for private arenas be subject to a public referendum.
The damage is already done when the only recourse is voting out politicians who already shoveled out the cash.
• One possible solution is the creation of a compact of cities and states agreeing not to contribute over a certain percentage towards
any future stadium construction. The compact would only go into effect when a critical mass of cities and states are signed on, so
that the cities and states who lead the way on making a change aren’t penalized by having their local teams move elsewhere.
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PUBLIC FUNDING FOR RUST BELT STADIUMS
SOCIALISM FOR WEALTHY SPORTS TEAM OWNERS, AUSTERITY FOR EVERYONE ELSE
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