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     An essential aspect of a successful city
is having spaces for its residents to gather,
recreate, learn, and grow familiar with where 
they live and who they share the space with.
Community centers and gardens exemplify 
this idea perfectly. The city of Madison and the
people that live there have done a fantastic job
to create this ideal, offering over 4,000 public
community garden plots and numerous 
community centers within the city boundaries.
It is an important process to assess, not just the 
convenience of where to place these resources,
but to look at which neighborhoods and parts
of the city that would benefit greatly from the
services they have to offer. While in most cases 
easier, it would be nonsensical to build these 
centers and gardens mainly in the most affluent 
areas of town, as residents there would
experience the least amount of benefit. Things 
such access to food, technology, and wellness
resources may be taken for granted in one area
of Madison, but may be in dire need of offering
in another. This map breaks the city up into 
median household income by census tract, and
highlights the spatial arrangement of
community gardens and centers revealing
the successes of the current services provided,
possible wealth-based discrepancies, and areas
in which the city of Madison has to improve.  

Some striking things of importance to
note is that only two centers located in
areas with income of less than $60,000
offer food pantry services. On top of 
this, only two offer free access to tech 
(fax, internet, printing, etc.). These fixes
require little planning and could soon
be resolved. 

Bridge Lake Point is currently 
fundraising a  $7 million project 
to build a freestanding center, 
offering increased amenities and 
to serve roughly 20,000 people. 

Eagle Heights Community 
Garden combines univeristy -
owned and rented space offering
hundreds of people, especially
young, a place to have their first
experience with community gardening. 

The three centers along the 
isthmus, along with the two Boys
and Girls Clubs, offer wellness
support, which has become 
increasingly important during
the pandemic. 

Madison’s south side offers
a large number of community
gardens, but no center with
programming catered to
adults, something that could 
draw conversation for new 
services.
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