
With less  total  cropland than most  
counties,  these Nor ther n counties  have been

enlarged to show greater  detai l .   Florence County
contains the fewest  i r r igated acres  in the state,  with 6,
while  nearby Vilas  county is  one of  the most  heavi ly

ir r igated at  just  over  40% of  total  cropland 

Northern Wisconsin:
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No Data Repor ted

Center Pivot:
Depicted here is  a

satel l i te  image of  land in
Juneau County showing

the circular  f ie ld patter ns
corresponding with

center  pivot  i r r igat ion
systems.
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Driftless Region:
Southwest  Wisconsin’s  unique
topography of  rol l ing hi l ls  and
val leys causes troubles  for
mechanical  i r r igat ion.   The s loped
fields increase r unoff  of  appl ied water,
result ing in inconsistent  appl icat ion rates
and soi l  erosion.   Some of  the lowest  rates  of
cropland ir r igat ion can be found in the 
dri f t less  counties.
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       Aquifer:

Located in central  Wisconsin 
the Central  Sands Aquifer  is  

the most  productive aquifer  in
the state.   However,  af ter

decades of  pumping from high 
 capacity wel ls,  a l terat ions to the 

   water  table  have decreased the areas 
        lake levels.   The result ing ef fects  include
       diminishing wetlands and aquatic  species

      as  wel l  as  decl ining water  qual i ty.   
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