Tamaracks in trouble

Mature tamaracks dominate the bogs
of northern Minnesota. However, a
warming climate has bolstered the
native eastern larch beetle, which
feeds on and lays eggs in the tree.
Nearly half of the state's tamaracks
have been lost since 2001. State
officials are trying to accelerate
logging of the old trees in hopes of
saving younger saplings.

The Lost 40

An old growth pine forest that owes
its survival to a surveying error during
the Public Land Survey in 1882. A
surveyor identified the location as a
lake. Believing the area was
underwater, loggers passed the
forest over. It's now a Minnesota state
preserve. The oldest trees are red
pines estimated at 240 years old.

No shelter from the storm
Wilderness designations may protect
forests from logging and
development, but climate events
don't respect borders. A 1999
derecho brought 100 mph winds to
the Boundary Waters, toppling an
estimated 25 million trees. A
record-setting drought in 2021 led to
numerous wildfires and a complete
closure of the wilderness to visitors.
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SLIVERS OF AN ANCIENT FOREST

The northwoods of the Upper Midwest were once covered in forests of fairytale proportion. Centuries-old
pines towered a hundred feet above a biologically rich understory where little light penetrated. Reflecting on his
first sight of the forest in 1890, Minnesota lumberman Richard Louis Griffin proclaimed, “l will never forget that
~ sight or the impression it left upon my mind, as | stood there gazing upon this wonderful forest—inexhaustible,
enough to last for ages as | thought at that time. Yet, within the course of a very few years not to exceed fifteen,

o this gregt"TOFest::yyas laid bare, leaving only a few scattering stands of pine in patches here and there.” By 1920,
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Motors and, ironically, lumber
companies. The U.S. Forest Service
later purchased the land.

Pictured Rocks

National Lakeshore that deemed the land

unprofitable. The same
year, she donated the land
“to the state of Michigan
on the condition the
forest become a state
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