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Is there a relationship between student 
suicide and education funding in 

the United States?

New York has the 
lowest number 

of student 
suicides at 7.9 

per 100k 
students and the 
highest spending 

per student at 
$25,139.

The South has relatively low 
suicide rates among their 
students but many of the 

states are on the lower end 
of education funding.

The Midwest experiences lower suicide rates and 
is on the higher end of education spending.

Utah has a 
nation low 

spending of 
$7,985 per 

student and 20.5 
suicides per 100k 

students.

*Source: cdc.gov, wisevoter.com
*Noun Project Icon: School by Omah Icon, Rotary Phone by Stijn van der Grinten
Author: Alex Dehnke
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Why doesn’t there appear to be a strong correlation between the amount of education
funding and student suicide rate in each state? 
Mental health and well-being is affected by more than one factor including access 
to basic human needs and health services. Some states with high education funding 
may not be putting that money towards student mental health effors, while some states 
with low education spending may be spending a large portion of their budget on 
student mental health initiatives. 

Struggling with mental
health? 

Visit uhs.wisc.edu for 
resources. 988 is the 
free national mental 

health hotline. 


