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Those whose boldness of spirit found slavery intolerable and refused to evade it by 
committing suicide, would �y to the woods and mountains and form bands of free 

men–Maroons. They forti�ed their fastnesses with palisades and ditches.

...worked on the land, and, like revolutionary peasants everywhere, they aimed at the 
extermination of their oppressors. But working and living together in gangs of 

hundreds in the huge sugar factories which cover the North Plain, they were closer to 
a modern proletariat than any group of workers in existence at the time, and the 

rising was therefore, a thoroughly prepared and organized mass movement.
(C.L.R James, Black Jacobins 17, 85)

The Maroons therefore constituted themselves as a group in a dialectical response to 
the capitalist plantation system whose imperative was to reduce them to units of 
labor power–to dehumanize them. Their recreation of a culture and a religion in 

which their gods could sustain and a�rm their humanity was a central moment of 
their struggle to rehumanize themselves.

(Sylvia Wynter, Black Metamorphosis 73-74)

Marronage refers to the many ways people who were enslaved sought to prac-
tice freedom and the histories of their running away to form communities and 
create new forms of social relations while negotiating their self-determination 
with the colonists. In San Domingo (Haiti today), thousands of Maroons had 
organized revolts and fought for their freedom hundreds of years before the 
revolution. This map, based on a dataset of nearly 12,900 individual records of 
Maroons in colonial Haiti’s newspaper advertisements, is part of their story.
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