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I had already chosen this passage from

Tab far aure firer hrosdechesr in the Hicenrey
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of Cartography series with Brian Harley's
agreement before his tragically prema-
ture death on 20 December 1991. When
Paul Laxton, quite independently, chose
it to read ar Brian's memorial service in
Devon on 16 March 1992, it seemed
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It 15 an interesting passage,
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res rraueht
with interpretative e difficulties. For those
interested in the history of cartography
and navigation, rhe references to the Dog-
star and the Navigator's Line are par-
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appears only in the New English Bible,
although the wording was not changed in
the Revised English Bible.! In all other
translations, the general interpreration of
verse 13 ("Have you taught it to grasp the
fringes of che earth and shake the Dog-
star from its place;") and 15 ("when the
!_lg!’!; of the Dog-star is dimmed and the
stars of the Navigator's Line go out one
by one?") are, respectively: "so that it
might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken our of ir,” and
"Light is withheld from the wicked, and
their uphited arm is broken.” [lhe dit-
ficuit word is "wicked” which, in the
original Hebrew, conrains a suspended
letcer, indicaring thar early copyists were

unsure of its meaning.
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The brilliant semiticist and arabist Dr.
;. R Driver nne of rthe sdirare of rhe

G. B Driver,"one of the "edifors of the
MNew E.ng.h‘sﬂ .ﬁi'ﬂfl, t[aﬂﬁlifﬂ- ﬂlls WDIU.
"Dog-star” and believes the "high arm® is
an astral idiom which he translates as the
"Mavigator's Line." He expounds his view
in a short article where he proposes that
the Mavigaror's Line was a series of stars

rvrl-'n.rlnri like a henr arm acroee the d.r'\.r
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which h:

from horizon to zenith®

identifies as Siriws (@ Canis Majoris) = "the
Dog-star,” or the bright star of evil omen
thar appears in the hot and sultry season
(hence the “"dog days of summer”),

Pr{_}r’unn (o Caarre Mrnﬂrlt'l Cactar and

Poliux (@ and § Germunorum).2 Driver's
interpretation is not generally accepred
among American biblical scholars, wheo
prefer a more moralistic and less
technological interpretation. But the
occurrence of similar astronomical
m*nunr[v in rhic nagcaos males npurr g
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those interested in early Arabic and
Hebrew astronomy and navigation.
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