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mis sion, em brac ing the “sec u lar” meta-re li gion of prog ress. Second, in 
the long run, the de moc ra ti za tion of po lit i cal au thor ity has brought in 
its train a slower but real de moc ra ti za tion of Chris tian be lief and prac-
tice, in such move ments as lib er a tion the ol o gy, the civil rights move-
ment (which Laine does men tion), and the strug gle against apart heid 
in South Africa. These gaps, how ev er, do not se ri ously di min ish the 
over all value of the work.
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Maps and map ping have very much been a topic in global his tory 
over the last four de cades as ideas and un der stand ings of spa ti al ity have 
been assessed, along with the use of map ping to re flect, im pose, and 
shape both power and au thor i ty. The work in this field has come largely 
from car to graphic spe cial ists, rather than world his to ri ans, but the work 
of the for mer has been of sig nif i cance for the study of global his to ry. At 
the same time, the source of this spe cial i za tion itself poses prob lems— of 
both com mis sion and omis sion—for the par tic u lar con cerns of these 
spe cial ists do not al ways con trib ute as much as they might to global 
his to ry.

The key work has been the long-run ning History of Cartography pro-
ject, published by the University of Chicago Press since 1987. This se ries 
has brought to ward fru ition a pro ject that was planned in 1977 as a “gen-
eral his to ry” of map mak ing and was to have taken one mil lion words 
and been published in four vol umes, finishing by 1992. As with many 
sim i lar schemes, this pro ject was not re al ized. So far, there have been 
about four and a half mil lion words in six vol umes, com prised of eight 
books in to tal. The vol umes on the eigh teenth and nineteenth cen tury 
re main un pub lished. The first has gone into pro duc tion, but the sec ond 
is still in the early writ ing stage. Both these de vel op ments are mat ters not 
so much for con grat u la tion as of relief as the de lays had led to a sense of 
con cern on the part of au thors who de liv ered copy for vol ume four and 
had to face the pros pect of their work go ing into a form of limbo for sev-
eral years, which, in my case, led me to de cide to pub lish it else where.

It is per ti nent to look at how far world his tory has been cov ered 
in this se ries. Initially, the signs were highly en cour ag ing. Volume 1, 
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Cartography in Prehistoric, Ancient, and Medieval Europe and the Med i
ter ra nean (1987), an im pres sive book that was es pe cially valu able for 
pro vid ing much in for ma tion on Greek and Ro man map ping and on 
the in tel lec tual and prac ti cal back ground, was followed by what was 
intended to be a vol ume on Asian car tog ra phy. This be came, in stead, 
two vol umes: 2.1, Cartography in the Traditional Is lamic and South Asian 
Societies (1992) and the lon ger 2.2, Cartography in the Traditional East 
and Southeast Asian Societies (1994). In ad di tion, an other vol ume, (2.3), 
cov ered in dig e nous car tog ra phy: Cartography in the Traditional Af ri can, 
Amer i can, Arctic, Aus tra lian, and Pacific Societies (1998).

In many re spects, these three vol umes, and no ta bly the last, were 
the most in no va tive and im por tant of the en tire se quence. These vol-
umes were con cep tu ally acute and gen u inely ex tended the sub ject, no ta-
bly in 2.3 and in the lengthy and ground-break ing cov er age of In dia 
in 2.1. In con trast, vol ume three, Cartography in the Eu ro pean Renais
sance (2007), was more tra di tional in its scope and meth od, not least in 
its re sem bling, at times, as pects of a cartobibliography. At 1.5 mil lion 
words and two books, this vol ume was also not easy to use. At the same 
time, it was very im pres sive and a ma jor schol arly achieve ment, no ta-
bly in directing at ten tion to parts of Europe not com monly well cov ered.

The new vol ume, vol ume 6, is strik ingly dif fer ent in that it adopts the 
ap proach of an en cy clo pe dia, rather than the lengthy, of ten ex tremely 
lengthy, es says of ear lier vol umes. This new ap proach, which in volves 
an al pha bet i cal or ga ni za tion, works ex tremely well, not least due to very 
good cross-ref er enc ing. As a sep a rate is sue of manageability, vol ume 6 is 
“re strict ed” to a mil lion words. This change rep re sents a re sponse to the 
eco nom ics of pub lish ing, but also opens the way to a renewed scru tiny 
of the choices made for in clu sion and omis sion.

From the per spec tive of this jour nal, the ques tion is not so much 
about in di vid ual entries, most of which are ex cel lent, but, rath er, the 
more gen eral fail ure to en gage ad e quately with the con tin u a tion of vol-
ume 2 and, there by, of the ex pe ri ence of non-Western so ci e ties. In vol-
ume 6, there is, along side most valu able ma te ri al, a rel a tive lack of 
cov er age of Africa, Asia, and Oceania. For ex am ple, there is a dis cus-
sion of na tional map ping in sti tutes, car to graphic firms, and car tog ra-
phers in the book, but the cov er age is over whelm ingly Western. This 
is un for tu nate, as there is a great need to con sider these categories for 
all  of the world. Indeed, one of the big gest chal lenges in car tog ra phy 
over the twen ti eth cen tury is that posed by the im pact of in de pen dence 
of much of the world. It is valu able to con sider how in de pen dence 
re peat edly led to new in sti tu tional and pub lic iden ti ties, con cerns, and 
per spec tives. That per spec tive is largely overlooked in this vol ume. For 
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ex am ple, the sec tion on “Geographical Societies” has sub sec tions only 
on Canada and the United States and on Europe, while for “Carto-
graphic Societies,” the lon gest sub sec tions are on the United States and 
Canada and on Western Europe. There are also sub sec tions on Latin 
America, Eastern Europe, and Australia and New Zealand, while that 
on Africa (there is not one on Asia) fo cuses on Eu ro pean im pe rial ac tiv-
ity in Africa (as does that on bound ary sur vey ing in Africa). So also 
with the em pha sis for il lus tra tive ma te ri al. The three maps il lus trat-
ing the en try on “Race, Maps and the Social Construction of” are all  
de voted to Europe, which is un for tu nate.

This geo graph i cal lim i ta tion is linked to a so cial coun ter part. The 
car to graphic knowl edge, con cerns, and imag i na tions of the bulk of the 
world pop u la tion is underplayed. That pos si bly takes us to the heart of 
the prob lem of what the his tory of car tog ra phy ought to cov er. This 
vol ume fo cuses on an ac count of cut ting-edge de vel op ments in tech-
nique and institutionalization in what is seen as the key geo graph i cal 
ar ea. Though the ac count is valu able, the ap proach un der plays not only 
the re main der of the world, but also the more gen eral is sue of the use 
of maps and its con se quences for the na ture of car tog ra phy. This is sue 
is not ig nored. There are, for ex am ple, use ful entries on school atlases, 
on maps and lit er a ture, and on maps and cin e ma, but these are too brief 
and do not give suf fi cient agency to the pub lic and their men tal map-
ping and car to graphic aware ness.

These are not the sole prob lems. There is, for ex am ple, an as sump-
tion that the cen tury is the nat u ral unit of anal y sis. This ap proach is 
prob lem at ic. For much of the world, it might be suggested that the post-
im pe rial tran si tion is the fun da men tal one, and, there fore, that the cru-
cial con ti nu i ties are those of im pe ri al ism and, then, of in de pen dence. 
As a re sult, the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twen ti eth cen tury ap pears 
an ob vi ous unit, followed by an other on the mid-twen ti eth to the pres-
ent. In the case of Japan, In dia, China, and most of Africa, the key years 
of change were be tween 1945 and 1960.

Furthermore, it is un clear why the end of the cen tury should be a 
close. There was no break in car tog ra phy then, and a vol ume appear-
ing in 2015, and appearing as the last in the se ries, should, ar gu  ably, 
con tinue to the pres ent or, at least, to pres ent trends. This is highly per ti-
nent in, for ex am ple, tech no log i cal entries, where there is in deed some 
move be yond 2000, as in the use ful en try on “Remote Sensing.”

This re view is not intended to strike a neg a tive note, for the vol ume 
con tains much of ex cel lence and is im por tant in its own right as the lat-
est in a key se ries. At the same time, it is pre cisely be cause of the ma jor 
ex pec ta tions of this se ries and its sense of its own im por tance (a sense 
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that, as reflected in the entries in this vol ume, is both jus ti fied and, 
alas, at times ris i ble), that it is nec es sary to draw at ten tion to its lim i-
ta tions. Moreover, some of the in di vid ual entries con tain prob lem atic 
ac counts. To de scribe, in the en try on “Thematic Atlas,” the “Jew ish 
People” as “one of the Ar ab s’ key ri vals” is trou bling, but all  too typ i cal 
of a more gen eral lack of grasp of the com plex ity of po lit i cal is sues. In 
this con text, the ab sence of an en try on the car to graphic as pect of the 
Holocaust is no ta ble and a mat ter of con cern and com ment.

Leaving this aside, the vol ume is a plea sure to han dle. The il lus tra-
tions are well-cho sen and hand somely reproduced, and the cap tion ing 
is per ti nent. Many of the in di vid ual items are ex cel lent, no ta bly those 
on mil i tary map ping. There is also a wel come in clu sion of Soviet ma te-
ri al. The ma te rial on car to graphic tech niques and pro duc tion meth ods 
is first-rate and of con sis tent high val ue. There is an ex hil a rat ing range, 
much of it fas ci nat ing and in no va tive, as, for ex am ple, in the en try on 
“Forensic Mapping,” which fo cuses on the map ping of traf fic ac ci dents. 
The ed i to rial con tri bu tion is both valu able in itself and of fers much for 
those in ter ested in his to ri og ra phy. This vol ume de serves to be in ev ery 
re search li brary. There are now high ex pec ta tions for the two remaining 
vol umes. Hopefully, there will also be a fi nal re flec tive vol ume looking 
at cur rent trends.
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Cross-cul tural trade has been one of the orig i nal—one might say, 
de fin ing—themes in the study of world his to ry. From Braudel to McNeill, 
from Curtin to Bentley, the ques tion of how goods, peo ple, and ideas 
trav eled be tween so ci e ties has been at the core of re think ing the hu man 
past in its global con texts. As a re sult, much of the fo cus has been on the 
in di vid u als and groups who fa cil i tated these ex changes: cross-cul tural 
bro kers and trade di as po ras. The pres ent vol ume is an at tempt at build-
ing a com par a tive pic ture of how, against the odds, mer chants across 
the globe “concocted ways of bartering, se cur ing cred it, and establishing 
du ra ble com mer cial re la tions with peo ple who did not speak their lan-
guage, wore dif fer ent garb, and worshipped other gods” (pp. 1–2).
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