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S ince its launch in 1987, the History of Cartography
series has garnered critical acclaim and 

sparked a new generation of interdisciplinary 

scholarship. Cartography in the European Enlightenment, 

the highly anticipated fourth volume, offers a compre-

hensive overview of the cartographic practices of Eu-

ropeans, Russians, and the Ottomans, both at home 

and in overseas territories, from 1650 to 1800. 

The social and intellectual changes that swept En-

lightenment Europe also transformed many of its 

mapmaking practices. A new emphasis on geometric 

principles gave rise to improved tools for measuring 

and mapping the world, even as large-scale carto-

graphic projects became possible under the aegis of 

powerful states. Yet older mapping practices persist-

ed: Enlightenment cartography encompassed a wide 

variety of processes for making, circulating, and using 

maps of different types. The volume’s more than four 

hundred encyclopedic articles explore the era’s map-

ping, covering topics both detailed—such as geodetic 

surveying, thematic mapping, and map collecting—

and broad, such as women and cartography, cartog-

raphy and the economy, and the art and design of 

maps. Copious bibliographical references and nearly 

one thousand full-color illustrations complement the 

detailed entries.  

To learn more and pre‐order, visit our website. 

Volume  ₄
Cartography in the European Enlightenment  



To order Volume 4, Cartography in the European Enlightenment  

visit www.press.uchicago.edu or call  

(800) 621‐2736 (US & Canada); (773) 702‐7000 (International)

To learn more about the History of Cartography Project, visit 

www.geography.wisc.edu/histcart 

To support work on forthcoming volumes,  

visit www.supportuw.org/giveto/histcart 

Praise for the  

History of Cartography series 

“It is the most ambitious overview of map making ever undertaken. . . . People 

come to know the world the way they come to map it—through their percep-

tions of how its elements are connected and of how they should move among 

them. This is precisely what the History is attempting by situating the map at 

the heart of cultural life and revealing its relationship to society, science, and re-

ligion. . . . It is trying to define a new set of relationships between maps and the 

physical world that involve more than geometric correspondence. It is in es-

sence a new map of human attempts to chart the world.”—New York Times 

“An astounding example of intellectual range and creativity. It is expanding our 

understanding of maps and the societies and cultures that produced them. The 

individual volumes are magisterial in tone, full of fascination, and extremely 

well produced.”—History 

“As well as enlarging the mind and lifting the spirits through the sheer magni-

tude of its endeavor, the collection delights the senses. . . . The maps are so be-

guiling in the tantalizing glimpses they offer of other, seemingly comprehensi-

ble, worlds, that the sight of them will stir the connoisseur in even the most 

guarded scholar.”—Geographical Review 


